CONSTITUTION (BASIC LAW) of the BYELORUSSIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC February 19, 1937
Section 1 
Civilian Statutes 

Art. 1. The Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic is a socialist state of workers and peasants. 

Art. 2. The basic policies of the B.S.S.R. are formed by the Soviets of Workers' Deputies who grew up and were strengthened by the overthrow of the rule of the landed gentry and capitalists, the conquest of the proletarian dictatorship, the freeing of the Byelorussian people from the chauvinist yoke of czarism and the Russian imperialist bourgeoisie, and the destruction of chauvinist Byelorussian counter-revolution. 

Art. 3. All power in the B.S.S.R. belongs to workers in cities and villages, and is vested in the Soviets of Workers' Deputies. 

Art. 4. The basis of the economic life of the B.S.S.R. is the Socialist system of economy and the Socialist system of ownership of the instruments and means of production. These were established by the liquidation of the capitalist system of economy, the abolition of private ownership of instruments and means of production, and the annihilation of exploitation of man by man. 

Art. 5. In the B.S.S.R. Socialist property consists of either state ownership (all-people's ownership) or a co-operative-collective ownership (ownership by state subsidized collective enterprises or by co-operative unions). 

Art. 6. The land--its subsoil, waters, forests, mills, factories, coal mines, mines; its rail, water, and air systems of transportation, means of communication; state organized farms (collective farms, tractor stations, etc.), as well as communal enterprises and basic housing funds in the cities and industrial centers--constitute state property, which means all people's property. 

Art. 7. The civilian enterprises-collective farms, and co-operative organizations, together with their livestock and inanimate inventories, the products of collective farms and co-operative organizations--constitute the public socialist property of such collective farms and co-operative organizations. 
Besides any profit derived from a collectively owned farm organization, every member of a collective farm has the right to own a small plot of arable land, a home, productive livestock, and small personal farm equipment. 

Art. 8. The land occupied by collective farms is secured by them free of charge for an interminable period of time, which means forever. 

Art. 9. Although the socialist system of ownership is the principal form of ownership in the B.S.S.R., the law allows ownership of small private enterprises conducted by individual peasants and artisans and based on personal effort and excluding exploitation of hired help. 

Art. 10. The personal property right of citizens to income and savings, home ownership, home-run enterprises, the objects of a home enterprise and articles of personal use and convenience as well in the rights of inheritance of personal property, are guaranteed by law. 

Art. 11. The economic life in the B.S.S.R. is determined and supervised in accordance with state people's economy plans, which are made in the interest of increasing civilian welfare, unceasing rise of the economic and cultural level of the workers, the well-being of the B.S.S.R., and the improvement of the defenses and safety of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Art. 12. In the B.S.S.R. work is a duty and a matter of honor of every able-bodied citizen, in accordance with the principle, "He who does not work, does not eat." 

In the B.S.S.R. is realized the Socialist principle, "From each according to his ability, to each according to his work." 

Section 2 
State Statutes 

Art. 13. For the purpose of realization of reciprocal help along economic and political lines, as well as along the line of defense, the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic has voluntarily united on equal bases with the other Soviet Socialist Republics, namely: the Russian S.F.S.R.; the Ukrainian S.S.R., the Azerbaijanian S.S.R., the Georgian S.S.R., the Armenian S.S.R.; the Tadjik S.S.R., the Cossack S.S.R., the Khirgiz S.S.R., to form a united nation called the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

In accordance with this, the B.S.S.R. rests in the U.S.S.R., through its supreme organs of government and supervision, the rights determined by Article 14 of the Constitution of the U.S.S.R. 

Outside of the provisions of Article 14 of the Constitution of the U.S.S.R., the B.S.S.R. exercises state authority independently, preserving fully its sovereign rights. 

Art. 14. The Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic consists of the following provinces: Baranovichi, Bobruisk, Brest, Vitebsk, Gomel, Grodno, Minsk, Mogilyor, Molodechensk, Pinsk, Pollyessk, and Polotzk. 

Art. 15. The Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic reserves the right of free withdrawal from the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Art. 16. The territory of the B.S.S.R. cannot be changed without consent of the B.S.S.R. 

Art. 16-a. The B.S.S.R. has the right to enter into direct relations with foreign states, to conclude agreements with them, and to exchange with them both diplomatic and consular representatives.

Art. 16-b. The B.S.S.R. has its own republican military forces.

Art. 17. The laws of the B.S.S.R. are obligatory on the territory of the B.S.S.R.

Art. 18. Every citizen of the B.S.S.R. is a citizen of the U.S.S.R. Citizens of all the other republics of the Union, and residing on the territory of the B.S.S.R., possess equal rights with the citizens of the B.S.S.R.

Art. 19. The supreme bodies of government and state supervision are charged with the following functions: 

	A. 
	Establishment of the Constitution of the B.S.S.R. and control over its execution; 

	B. 
	Submission for approval of the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R. of proposals to create new provinces within the B.S.S.R.; 

	C. 
	Establishment of the borders of circuits, districts, village soviets, as well as creation of new circuits, districts, and village soviets; 

	D. 
	Legislation of the B.S.S.R.; 

	E. 
	Preservation of state order and of rights of citizens; 

	F. 
	Approval of the plans for the national economy of the B.S.S.R.; 

	G. 
	Supervision over the compilation and execution of the budget of the Republic, as well as of the budgets of its circuits, districts, and cities; establishment, in accordance with the laws of the U.S.S.R., of state and local taxes, collections, and tax-free incomes; 

	H. 
	Supervision over insurance and related matters; 

	I. 
	Supervision over banking, industrial, farming, trade enterprises, and the regulatory organizations of the Republic, as well as supervision over local industries; 

	J. 
	Control and supervision over management of enterprises of all-union character; 

	K. 
	Establishment of methods of land management as well as of management of mines, forests, and waters; 

	L. 
	Supervision over housing and communal enterprises, housing construction, and general welfare of cities and other populated places; 

	M. 
	Road construction; supervision over local transportation and communication; 

	N. 
	Legislation concerning workers; 

	O. 
	Supervision over matters of social insurance; 

	P. 
	Supervision over matters of primary, secondary, and university education; 

	Q. 
	Supervision over and establishment of cultural-educational and scientific organizations in the B.S.S.R., as well as supervision over and establishment of cultural-educational and scientific organizations of all-union character; 

	R. 
	Supervision over matters of national health laws and the health laws established in the interest of the entire Union; 

	S. 
	Supervision over and formation of physical culture and sport organizations; Organization of law-making bodies of the B.S.S.R.; 

	T. 
	Granting B.S.S.R. citizenship rights; 

	U. 
	Amnesty and pardon of citizens convicted by law tribunals of the B.S.S.R.; 

	V. 
	Establishment of the B.S.S.R. representation in matters of international relations; 

	X. 

Establishment of the method of formation of the B.S.S.R. military forces. 




Section 3 
Supreme Bodies of State Authority of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic 

Art. 20. The supreme body of the state authority of the B.S.S.R. is the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R.

Art. 21. The members of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. are elected for a term of four years by the citizens of the B.S.S.R. at the election centers in accordance with the norm (rate) of one deputy for each twenty thousand of the population.

Art. 22. The Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. manages all the administrative affairs of the B.S.S.R., in accordance with articles 13 and 19 of the Constitution of the B.S.S.R., as long as they do not represent the constitutionally defined province of the administrative bodies of the B.S.S.R. subordinate to the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R., namely: the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R., the Council of Ministers of the B.S.S.R., and the Ministries of the B.S.S.R.

Art. 23. The Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. is the only legislative body of the B.S.S.R.

Art. 24. A proposed legislation becomes a law when approved by a simple majority of the members of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R.

Art. 25. The laws approved by the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. are published in the Byelorussian, Russian, Polish, and Jewish languages, bearing the signatures of the Chairman and of the Secretary of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R.

Art. 26. The Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. elects a Chairman and two Vice-Chairmen of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R.

Art. 27. The Chairman of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. presides over the sessions of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. and manages its internal order.

Art. 28. The sessions of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. are convoked twice a year by the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. Special sessions of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. may be convoked either at the request of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. or at the request of at least one third of the deputies of the Supreme Soviet.

Art. 29. The Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. elects the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. which consists of the following members: the Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R., two Vice-Chairmen, the Secretary of the Presidium, and fifteen members of the Presidium.

Art. 30. The Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. is responsible in all its activities to the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R.

Art. 31. The Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. 

	A. 
	Convokes the sessions of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R.; 

	B. 
	Interprets the laws of the B.S.S.R.; issues decrees; 

	C. 
	Conducta national referendums; 

	D. 
	Revokes decisions and decrees of the Council of Ministers if they do not conform with the laws; 

	E. 
	Between the sessions of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R., and on a recommendation of the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the B.S.S.R., removes from offices and appoints to the offices provisional ministers, subject to approval by the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. at its next session; 

	F. 
	Awards honorary titles of the B.S.S.R.; 

	G. 
	Exercises the right to pardon citizens sentenced by the courts of the B.S.S.R.; 

	H. 
	Appoints and recalls diplomatic representatives of the B.S.S.R. to foreign states. 

	I. 
	Accepts credentials and letters of recall of diplomatic representatives accredited (to it) by foreign states. 


Art. 32. The Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. elects the mandate commission which scrutinizes the credentials of the deputies to the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. 

On the recommendation of the mandate commission of the B.S.S.R. the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. decides either to accept the credentials or to order an election of special deputies. 

Art. 33. When it deems necessary, the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. appoints commissions of inquiry and auditing commissions. 

Art. 34. The deputies of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. cannot be prosecuted by the courts nor arrested without assent of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R., or without assent of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. when the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. is not in session. 

Art. 35. At the conclusion of the plenary powers of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R., the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. appoints the date of new elections not later than two months from the day of expiration of the plenary powers of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. 

Art. 36. At the expiration of the plenary powers of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R., the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. continues to exercise its authority until the newly elected Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. creates a Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. newly elected by it. 

Art. 37. The newly elected Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. is convoked by the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. not later than one month after the elections. 

Art. 38. The Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. creates the governmental body of the B.S.S.R. called the Council of Ministers of the B.S.S.R. 

Section IV 
Bodies of State Administration of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic 

Art. 39. The Council of Ministers of the B.S.S.R. is the highest executive and administrative body of the state of the B.S.S.R. 

Art. 40. The Council of Ministers of the B.S.S.R. is responsible and subordinate to the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R., and during the period between the sessions of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. it is responsible and subordinate to the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R.

Art. 41. The Council of Ministers of the B.S.S.R. issues decrees and orders on the basis of and in compliance with existent laws of the Union of the S.S.R. and of the B.S.S.R., and of decrees and orders of the Council of Ministers of the U.S.S.R., and controls their execution.

Art. 42. The decrees and orders of the Council of Ministers of the B.S.S.R. are compulsory for the entire territory of the B.S.S.R.

Art. 43. The Council of Ministers of the B.S.S.R. 

	A. 
	Co-ordinates and supervises the work of the Republican and of the Union-Republican Ministries of the B.S.S.R. and of other, subordinate to it, economic, administrative, and cultural institutions; co-ordinates and controls the work of authorized All-Union People's Ministries; 

	B. 
	Composes a plan of national economy of the B.S.S.R.; submits it for approval to the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R., and takes steps toward its execution; 

	C. 
	Composes a state budget of the B.S.S.R. and a summary of local budgets of the B.S.S.R.; submits the state budget for approval to the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R.; and takes steps toward execution of the state and local budgets; 

	D. 
	Takes steps toward safeguarding of civilian order, national defense, and preservation of civilian rights; 

	E. 
	Supervises and scrutinizes work of provincial, district, and city executive committees of the Soviets of Workers' Deputies; 

	F. 
	In emergency creates special committees and principal administrative bodies for management of economic and cultural construction; 

	G. 
	Directs relations of the B.S.S.R. with foreign states in accordance with the general procedure established by the U.S.S.R. concerning relations of the United Republics with foreign states; 

	H. 
	Directs organization of armed forces of the B.S.S.R. 


Art. 44. The Council of Ministers has the right to revoke orders and instructions of the Ministers of the B.S.S.R., to revoke decisions and decrees of circuit, district, and city Executive Committees of Soviets of Workers' Deputies, as well as to approve decrees and orders of circuit, district, and city Soviets of Workers' Deputies.

Art. 45. The Council of Ministers of the B.S.S.R. is created by the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. and consists of: The Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the B.S.S.R.; The Vice-Chairmen of the Council of Ministers of the B.S.S.R.; The Chairman of the state planning commission of the B.S.S.R.; following Ministers of the B.S.S.R.: 

	
	Food industry, 

	
	Light industry, 

	
	Timber industry, 

	
	Agriculture, 

	
	Grain and livestock state farms, 

	
	Finances, 

	
	Internal trade, 

	
	Internal affairs, 

	
	Justice, 

	
	Health, 

	
	Foreign affairs, 

	
	Education, 

	
	Defense, 

	
	Local industry, 

	
	Communal economy, 

	
	Civil housing construction, 

	
	Social insurance, 

	
	Agent of the purveyance committee of the U.S.S.R., 

	
	Chief for administration of affairs of handicrafts, 

	
	Agents of all-union ministries. 


Art. 46. The Ministers of the B.S.S.R. manage the branches of the state government within the jurisdiction of the B.S.S.R.

Art. 47. To carry out decrees and laws of the U.S.S.R. and of the B.S.S.R., decrees and orders of the Council of Ministers of the U.S.S.R. and of the Council of Ministers of the B.S.S.R., and programs and instructions of the Union-Republican Ministries of the U.S.S.R.,--the Ministers of the B.S.S.R. impose tasks upon and issue instructions to the Ministries responsible to them and scrutinize execution of these tasks.

Art. 48. The Ministries of the B.S.S.R. are either Union-Republican or Republican. The following Ministries of the B.S.S.R. belong to the class of Union Republican Ministries of the B.S.S.R.: 

	
	Food industry, 

	
	Light industry, 

	
	Timber industry, 

	
	Agriculture, 

	
	Grain and livestock state farms, 

	
	Finances, 

	
	Internal trade, 

	
	Internal affairs, 

	
	Foreign affairs, 

	
	Justice, 

	
	Defense, 

	
	Health. 


The following Ministries of the B.S.S.R. belong to the class of Republican Ministries; 

	
	Education, 

	
	Local industry, 

	
	Communal economy, 

	
	Social insurance, 

	
	Civil housing construction. 


Art. 49. The Union-Republican Ministries of the B.S.S.R. supervise the branches of state government of the B.S.S.R. entrusted to them with the exception of such listed enterprises as must be approved by the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R., and as in that case are supervised both by the Council of Ministers of the B.S.S.R. and by the related Union-Republican Ministries of the U.S.S.R. 

Art. 50. The Republican Ministries of the B.S.S.R. supervise the branches of government entrusted to them and are directly responsible to the Council of Ministers of the B.S.S.R. 

Art. 51. An official of the B.S.S.R. or a minister of the B.S.S.R., if elected as a deputy to the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R., must submit to the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. either oral or written resignation. 

Section V 
Local Bodies of State Government 

Art. 52. The Soviets of Workers' Deputies constitute the state government bodies in provinces, districts, cities, towns, villages, and hamlets. 

Art. 53. Provincial, circuit, district, city, great city district, town, village, and other smaller community Soviets of Workers' Deputies are elected for two years by the respective workers of provinces, districts, cities, towns, villages, and hamlets. 

Art. 54. The Soviet of Workers' Deputies of a province, city, district, town, village, or hamlet supervises the cultural-political and economic building up of the territory under its supervision; establishes the local budget; manages the activity of subordinate bodies of government; insures preservation of the state order; co-operates in improvement of defense of the land; insures carrying out of the laws and preservation of the rights of citizens. 

Art. 55. The Soviets of Workers' Deputies make decisions and issue orders within the jurisdiction granted them by the laws of the U.S.S.R. and of the B.S.S.R. 

Art. 56. The Executive Committee is the executive and managing body of a provincial, district, city, or village Soviet of Workers' Deputies. It is elected by the Soviet of Workers' Deputies and consists of a chairman, vice-chairman, secretary, and members. 

Art. 57. The executive and managing body of a small community (small towns, villages, hamlets) consists of a chairman, vice-chairman, and secretary, who are elected by the related Soviet of Workers' Deputies. 

Art. 58. The Executive Committees of the Soviets of Workers' Deputies of provinces, districts, cities, towns, villages, and hamlets carry out cultural-political and economic upbuilding of the territories under their jurisdiction on the basis of decisions of their respective Soviets of Workers' Deputies and of the superior state bodies. 

Art. 59. The sessions of the provincial and district Soviets of Workers' Deputies are convoked by their respective Executive Committees not less than six times per year. 

Art. 60. The sessions of the city and village Soviets of Workers' Deputies are convoked by their respective executive bodies not less than once a month. 

Art. 61. The provincial, district, and city Soviets of Workers' Deputies elect at the time of their session a chairman and a secretary to conduct the meetings of a session. 

Art. 62. The chairman of a village Soviet of Workers' Deputies calls the village Soviet into session and conducts its meetings. 

Art. 63. The executive body of a provincial, district, city, or village Soviet of Workers' Deputies is directly responsible to the Soviet of Workers' Deputies which elected it and to the executive body of a superior Soviet of Workers' Deputies. 

Art. 64. The superior Executive Committees of Soviets of Workers' Deputies have the right to annul decisions and orders of the lower Executive Committees and to accept decisions and orders of the lower Soviets of Workers' Deputies.
Art. 65. The superior Soviets of Workers' Deputies have the right to annul decisions and orders of the lower Soviets of Workers' Deputies and of their Executive Committees.
Art. 66. A provincial Soviet of Workers' Deputies creates the following departments subordinate to its Executive Committee: 

	
	Land, 

	
	Education, 

	
	Health, 

	
	Finance, 

	
	Social insurance 

	
	Communal economy, 

	
	Internal trade, 

	
	Roads, 

	
	General, 

	
	Planning commission, 

	
	Departmental staff of the Chairman of the Executive Committee. 


Art. 67. In accordance with the wishes of a province and in conformance with the laws of the U.S.S.R. and of the B.S.S.R., the All-Union Ministries, as well as the Union-Republican and the Republican Ministries, establish their administrative agencies in the provincial Soviets of Workers' Deputies.

Art. 68. The departments and administrative agencies of a provincial Soviet of Workers' Deputies are responsible in their activity to the provincial Soviet of Workers' Deputies and to its Executive Committee, as well as to the related Ministry of the B.S.S.R.

Art. 69. A district Soviet of Workers' Deputies creates the following departments subordinate to its Executive Committee: 

	
	Land, 

	
	Education, 

	
	Finance, 

	
	Internal trade, 

	
	Health, 

	
	Social insurance, 

	
	Road, 

	
	General, 

	
	Planning commission, 

	
	Departmental staff of the Chairman of the Executive Committee. 


Besides the above-mentioned departments and in accordance with special needs of district economy, the district Soviet of Workers' Deputies may create with the approval of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. departments of communal and local industries. 

Art. 70. In accordance with the wishes of a district and in conformance with the laws of the U.S.S.R. and of the B.S.S.R., and after the approval of the Council of Ministers of the B.S.S.R., the Ministry for internal affairs establishes its administrative agencies in the district Soviet of Workers' Deputies.

Art. 71. The departments of a district Soviet of Workers' Deputies are responsible in their activity to the district Soviet of Workers' Deputies and to its Executive Committee, as well as to the related department of the provincial Soviet of Workers' Deputies, and to the related Ministry of the B.S.S.R.

Art. 72. A city Soviet of Workers' Deputies creates the following departments subordinate to its Executive Committee: 

	
	Finance, 

	
	Communal economy, 

	
	Health, 

	
	Education, 

	
	Social insurance, 

	
	General, 

	
	Planning commission, 

	
	Departmental staff of the Chairman of the Executive Committee. 


Besides the above-mentioned departments and in accordance with special needs of economy of a city and of its suburbs it may create the following departments: 

	
	Local industry, 

	
	Land. 


Art. 73. The departments of a city Soviet of Workers' Deputies are subordinate in their activity to the city Soviet of Workers' Deputies and to its Executive Committee as well as to the related departments of the provincial and district Soviets of Workers' Deputies, and are also directly subordinate to the related Ministry of the B.S.S.R. 

Art. 74. The departments of the city Soviets of Workers' Deputies of the cities of Minsk, Vitebsk, Gomel, and Mogilyov are subordinate in their activity to the respective Soviets of Workers' Deputies of the cities of Minsk, Vitebsk, Gomel, and Mogilyov, to their respective Executive Committees, as well as directly responsible to the related Ministry of the B.S.S.R. 

Art. 75. At the conclusion of the plenary powers of the provincial, district, city, town, village, and hamlet Soviets of Workers' Deputies, their executive and managing bodies retain their authority until the newly elected Soviets of Workers' Deputies establish new executive and managing bodies. 

Section VI 
Budget of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic 

Art. 76. The state budget of the B.S.S.R. is made by the Council of Ministers of the B.S.S.R. and is submitted by it to the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. for approval. 

After approval of the state budget by the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. it is published for general information. 

Art. 77. The Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. elects the budgetary commission which reports to the Supreme Soviet its conclusions in regard to the state budget of the B.S.S.R. 

Art. 78. On completion of its study, the state budget of the B.S.S.R. is approved by the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. and is then published for general information. 

Art. 79. The budgets of the provincial, district, city, and village Soviets must show the income from the local economy separately from the state income received in their territory, and must also show the income from local taxes and levies in amounts established by the laws of the U.S.S.R. and of the B.S.S.R. 

Section VII 
Courts and Prosecuting Magistracy 

Art. 80. In the B.S.S.R. justice is administered by the Supreme Court of the B.S.S.R., the provincial courts, the people's courts, as well as by the special courts of the Union of the S.S.R., which are created by a decree of the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R. 

Art. 81. Except in the cases especially foreseen by the law, the examination of the lawsuits in all the courts is conducted by the department of people's assessors. 

Art. 82. The Supreme Court of the B.S.S.R. is the highest court body of the B.S.S.R. 

The Supreme Court of the B.S.S.R. is charged with the responsibility of supervision over the activities of all the other court bodies of the B.S.S.R. 

Art. 83. The Supreme Court of the B.S.S.R. is appointed by the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R. for a term of five years. 

Art. 84. The provincial courts are elected by the provincial Soviets of Workers' Deputies for a term of five years. 

Art. 85. The people's courts are elected for a term of three years by secret voting of citizens of a district which is based on the general, direct, and equal elective right. 

Art. 86. The court procedures in the B.S.S.R. are conducted in the Byelorussian language. Persons not possessing knowledge of this language have the right of familiarizing themselves with the contents of the case through a translator and also have the right to make court pronouncements in their own language. 

Art. 87. With the exceptions previously stated by law, the examination of all lawsuit documents is open to those concerned in all the courts of the B.S.S.R., with the guarantee to an accused of the right of defense. 

Art. 88. The judges are independent and are responsible to the law only. 

Art. 89. The public prosecutor of the U.S.S.R. and the public prosecutor of the B.S.S.R. are charged with the supreme supervision over the exact carrying out of the laws in the territory of the B.S.S.R. by all the Ministries, by the institutions subordinate to them, as well as by the regular and special public officials, and by all the citizens. 

Art. 90. The public prosecutor of the B.S.S.R. is appointed by the public prosecutor of the U.S.S.R. for a term of five years. 

Art. 91. The provincial, district, and city public prosecutors are appointed by the public prosecutor of the B.S.S.R., and after approval by the public prosecutor of the U.S.S.R., for a term of five years. 

Art. 92. The prosecuting magistracy bodies carry out their functions independent of any local bodies whatsoever and are subordinate to the public prosecutor of the U.S.S.R. only. 

Section VIII 
Basic Rights and Duties of Citizens 

Art. 93. Citizens of the B.S.S.R. have the right to work which means the right to guaranteed employment, with payment for work in accordance with its quantity and quality. 

The rights to employment are guaranteed by the socialist nature of the national economy, by the increasing growth of the productive forces of the Soviet economy, by the elimination of the possibility of economic crises, and by the liquidation of unemployment. 

Art. 94. Citizens of the B.S.S.R. have the right to leisure. The right to leisure is ensured by shortening a working day to seven hours for a greater majority of workers, by establishing of yearly vacations for workers with payment of wages, by placing at the disposal of workers a wide network of sanatoriums, rest homes, and clubs. 

Art. 95. Citizens of the B.S.S.R. have the right to financial security in old age, as well as in cases of sickness and of loss of ability to work. 

These rights are guaranteed by a wide development of social insurance for workers at the expense of the state, by free medical care of workers, and by placing at the disposal of workers a wide network of health resorts. 

Art. 96. Citizens of the B.S.S.R. have the right to education. This right is ensured by a universally compulsory primary education; free education, including university education; by a system of state scholarships for the greater majority of university students; by free instruction of workers (in their native language) in schools, factory organizations, and state farms, in crafts, agronomy, and in technical trades. 

Art. 97. Women of the B.S.S.R. are accorded equal rights with men in all branches of economic, state, social, and political life. 

The possibility of realizing these rights of women is ensured by affording women equally with men the right to work, payment for work, rest, social insurance, education, state protection of the interests of mother and child, pregnancy leave with pay, and provision of a wide network of maternity homes, nurseries, and kindergartens. 

Art. 98. Equality of the rights of citizens of the B.S.S.R. irrespective of their nationality or race in all branches of economic, state, cultural, social, and political life is an indefeasible law. 

Direct or indirect restriction of the rights; or, conversely, the establishment of direct or indirect privileges for citizens on account of their race or nationality; as well as advocacy of racial or national exclusiveness; or hatred and contempt, are punishable by law. 

Art. 99. To ensure to citizens freedom of conscience, the Church in the B.S.S.R. is separated from the State and the School from the Church. Freedom of worship and freedom of anti-religious propaganda are recognized rights of all citizens. 

Art. 100. In accord with the interests of workers and for the purpose of strengthening the socialist order, citizens of the B.S.S.R. have the following rights guaranteed by law: 

	a. 
	Freedom of speech; 

	b. 
	Freedom of press; 

	c. 
	Freedom of assemblies and meetings; 

	d. 
	Freedom of street processions and demonstrations. 


These rights of citizens are ensured by placing at the disposal of workers and their organizations printing establishments, public buildings, streets, means of transportation, and other necessary material means. 

Art. 101. In accord with the interests of workers and in order to develop the organizational self-activity and political activity of the broad masses, citizens of the B.S.S.R. are guaranteed the right of uniting into the following civilian organizations: professional unions; co-operative unions; youth organizations; sport and defense organizations; cultural, technical, and scientific fraternities; and, in particular, the right of active and informed citizens of working-class origin and from other working strata to join the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviki), which is the vanguard of workers in their struggle for strengthening and developing of the socialist order and which constitutes the managing nucleus of all workers' civilian and state organizations. 

Art. 102. Citizens of the B.S.S.R. are guaranteed inviolability of personal freedom. No one can be arrested without a court decree or a sanction of a public prosecutor. 

Art. 103. The inviolability of citizens' homes and secrecy of correspondence are guaranteed by law. 

Art. 104. The B.S.S.R. offers a haven to foreign citizens who are persecuted for defending the interests of workers, for scientific activity, or for the struggle for national liberation. 

Art. 105. Every citizen of the B.S.S.R. is obligated to obey the Constitution of the Byelorussian Socialist Republic, to obey the laws, to preserve work discipline, seriously carry out civilian duties, and to respect the rules of the Socialist communal life. 

Art. 106. Every citizen of the B.S.S.R. is obligated to preserve and to strengthen the national socialist authority as a holy and inviolable basis of the socialist order, as a source of wealth and power of the Fatherland, and as a source of free and cultural life of all workers. 

Persons who encroach upon the national socialist authority are enemies of the people. 

Art. 107. General military service is compulsory under the law. Military service in the worker-peasant Red Army represents an honorable duty of citizens of the B.S.S.R. 

Art. 108. The defense of the Fatherland is a holy duty of each citizen of the B.S.S.R. Treason to the Fatherland such as breaking of an oath of allegiance, desertion to an enemy, weakening the military might of the State, is punished with all the strictness of the law as the gravest crime. 

Section IX 
Election System 

Art. 109. Elections of deputies to all the Soviets of Workers' Deputies, the Supreme Soviet of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, to the provincial, district, municipal, town, village, and hamlet Soviets of Workers' Deputies, are conducted by the electors on the basis of general, equal, direct, and secret suffrage.

Art. 110. Elections of the deputies are general: all citizens over eighteen years of age have the right to participate in the elections of deputies or be elected, regardless of their race, nationality, educational qualifications, length of residence, social origin, property status, and past activity, with the exception of persons mentally unfit and those sentenced by courts to the deprivation of elective rights.

Art. 111. The elections of deputies are conducted on equal basis: every citizen has one vote and all citizens participate in the elections on equal basis.

Art. 112. Women have equal rights with men to elect and be elected.

Art. 113. Citizens serving in the Red Army have the right to elect and be elected on equal basis with other citizens.

Art. 114. The elections of deputies are direct: elections to all the Soviets of Workers' Deputies, from a village or a municipal Soviet of Workers' Deputies and including the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R., are conducted by direct voting of citizens.

Art. 115. The voting for election of the deputies is secret.

Art. 116. The names of the candidates for election are published in the election districts. The right to propose candidates is ensured to civilian organizations, workers' fraternal organizations, Communist Party organizations, professional unions, co-operatives, youth organizations, and cultural organizations.

Art. 117. Every deputy must give an account of his activity and the activity of a Soviet of Workers' Deputies before the electors and may be recalled at any time upon the decision of a majority of the voters, in accordance with the procedure established by law.

Art.118. Elections to the Soviets of Workers' Deputies of the B.S.S.R. are conducted at election districts in accordance with the following norms: 

	a. 
	To a provincial Soviet of Workers' Deputies, one deputy for not less than two thousand and not more than three thousand of the population; 

	b. 
	To a district Soviet of Workers' Deputies, one deputy for not less than five hundred and not more than one thousand of the population; 

	c. 
	To a municipal Soviet of Workers' Deputies, one deputy for not less than one hundred and fifty and not more than three hundred of the population; 

	d. 
	To a town or a village Soviet of Workers' Deputies, one deputy for not less than one hundred and not more than two hundred and fifty of the population. 


The elective norms for special Soviets of Workers' Deputies are outside the norms shown in this Article and are established by the elective law of the B.S.S.R. 
Section X 
Emblem, Flag, Capital 

Art. 119. The state emblem of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic consists of rising sun with rays, a sickle and hammer, encircled by a wreath; the left side of this wreath consists of ears of wheat intertwined with reeds, and the right, of an oak branch; underneath both halves of the wreath is shown a portion of the earth's globe. Both halves of the wreath are intertwined with a red ribbon on which are shown inscriptions in the Byelorussian, Russian, Jewish, and Polish languages: "Workers of the World, Unite!", and below them, the initials of the B.S.S.R. At the top of the emblem is shown a five-pointed star. 

Art. 120. The state flag of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic consists of a red fabric, in the upper corner next to the staff of which are shown a golden hammer and sickle and above them a red five-pointed star, with a golden ribbon surrounding them; underneath the sickle and hammer are shown the golden letters of the B.S.S.R. 

The ratio of width of the fabric to its length is 1: 2. 

Art. 121. The capital of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic is the city of Minsk. 

Section XI 
Method of Modification of the Constitution 

Art. 122. Modification of the Constitution of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic is made only upon a decision of the Supreme Soviet of the B.S.S.R., when approved by votes of at least a two-thirds majority of the members of the Supreme Soviet. 

	1 
	Translated from the original text by Ernest A. Bodkin 


